12/8/2025 Walnut Grove Home Owner’s Association Board Meeting

Present: Charlie Morgan, Vice President and Social Committee Chair; Mick Casey, Treasurer; Phillip Kent, Secretary; Tim Goode, Communications; Deb Stuart, ACC Chair; Chris Delamarter, At Large
Guest: Hayden McCann
Absent: Laurie Howard, Block Captain; Doug Hyant, President

Agenda
Review and approve revised August Board minutes and October Board Minutes
President’s Report
Social Committee Report
Treasurer’s Report
ACC Report
Block Captain’s Report
Greenways Report
Establish date and agenda for January 2026 Annual Meeting
Other Business

1. The meeting was held via Zoom and called to order at 7:03 p.m. and hosted by Charlie.
2. The revised August 11, 2025 minutes were approved unanimously. The October 6, 2025 minutes were reviewed. Deb, ACC Chair, noted that the owners of 1 Harwood Circle North did not formally apply for a fence, so the minutes were corrected. The corrected minutes were approved unanimously.
3. Since Doug was unable to attend, there was no President’s report.
4. The Greenways Reports (see attached) by Hayden and Charlie were reviewed. Although Hayden has moved out of Walnut Grove, she attended the meeting as a guest since she was Greenways Chair at the time of the events discussed in the reports. Hayden noted that the Committee is still having difficulty recruiting volunteers.  It was noted that the Committee was able to remediate approximately 3500 square feet of the Greenway space at the rear of 18 Springwood Circle. Good Oak Ecological Services were hired to review approximately 2500 square feet of Greenway space that had been cleared behind 34 Oxwood Circle, and make suggestions for remediation.  The owners of 34 Oxwood Circle were invited to participate in the review along with Charlie and Hayden, but declined. The owners nonetheless asked several questions of Good Oak Ecological Services which were answered. 
Charlie reported that he has been using the Committee’s blower to clear the Grenway asphalt paths about twice a month. He also has been involved in leaf pickup. Due to early winter snows, Richardson’s Lawn Service was unable to remove leaves from part of Greenway B.  It is expected such removal will occur in the spring.  A discussion was held of when we should pay Richardson for their work. 
At the end of the discussion, Hayden thanked the Board for the opportunity to be of service to WGHA and she noted she planned to volunteer work for the Greenways Committee in the future. Hayden was thanked for her hard work over the past decade.
5. It would appear that not all Block Captains received paper copies of the letter to WGHA residents regarding the need to be aware of WGHA covenants, and when to place leaves or brush in the circles for city pickup. We will discuss this issue at a future meeting.
6. Mick reviewed the Treasurer’s report. He estimates we will have a surplus of approximately $17,000 at the end of the year. He reports the Association is in good shape financially. He is still waiting to hear from the IRS to see if we have to pay a penalty. He noted that we need to develop a proposed budget for the 2026 Annual meeting in January. Board members are encouraged to send budgetary suggestions to Mick in the next two weeks. A discussion was held regarding the need to raise annual dues and whether we should contribute additional money to the Legacy Fund, which will be used for path repairs in the Greenway. These issues will be discussed at our next Board meeting.
7. Deb, Chair of the ACC Committee reported there has been no new activity since the last meeting. Jeff Vanderpool will be rotating off the ACC so there is a need to recruit a replacement. She also noted there may be ongoing issues regarding the owners of 1 Harwood Circle North regarding their inquiry regarding a fence and the associated issues with their dog. Deb will reach out to Doug regarding these issues, since he sent a letter to the owners regarding the Board’s concerns.
8. Charlie, Chair of the Social Committee, had nothing new to report.
9. There was no Block Captain report to review.
10. The Annual Meeting will be held via Zoom on January 28, 2025. Charlie and Doug will review the By Laws to ensure information regarding the content of the meeting is sent out to WGHA residents in a timely manner. It was noted that several Board positions will be needed to be filled, such as the Secretary and the Greenways Chair. Another Board meeting will be held in December to finalize our plans for the Annual Meeting.
11. The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 pm.
Phillip Kent, Secretary




Greenways Report – Leaf Management
Beginning in October, Charlie Morgan used the WGHA’s blower to clear the greenway
asphalt paths about every two weeks, through the end of November. In October, Ben
Andersen, a neighborhood high school student, volunteered two hours of time to assist Charlie
in leaf and brush clean-up on Greenway A and the Colony Circle island. Thank you, Ben!
Richardson’s Lawn Service, which WGHA pays to mow the greenways, began collecting
leaves on the greenways in late November, and reports that it has completed leaf collection on
all greenways except half of the area on Greenway B. The crew tried to finish the work on
November 28, but could not complete the work because of the snowstorm that began later that
day. Consequently, leaves remain under the snow in the Greenway B area near the entrances
on Colony Circle and Farmington Court. Nick Richardson, the owner of the mowing service,
indicated that his crew will try to clear the leaves of the area when the leaves are accessible,
either this winter or early next spring.
In late summer, a resident on North Westfield Road, whose property is adjacent to
Greenway C, met with Charlie Morgan to discuss a problem she has with leaves that fall from
trees on that greenway and nearby neighbors’ yards and blow into her yard. Charlie explained
the contract WGHA has with Richardson, indicating that WGHA does not budget for multiple
leaf clean-up dates, and that the clean-up generally occurs in mid-November after most leaves
are down. However, following the recent snowstorm, the resident emailed Charlie indicating
that leaf collection did not occur on the most western area of Greenway C, and that many
leaves blew into her yard, requiring her to do much work raking and mulching leaves. She
asked that WGHA consider either using a different lawn service next year, or paying for multiple
leaf clean-up days in certain areas, including Greenway C. She suggested that the lawn
service do more frequent mulching of leaves in November, and (if possible), December. She
also suggested that WGHA should not pay Richardson’s Lawn Service for the 2025 leaf clean
up until the work is completed. Charlie indicated that he would raise the issue with the Board at
its December meeting for discussion.
December 7, 2025
Charlie Morgan, Greenways Co-Chair





Good Oak Ecological Services
4606 Pflaum Road. Ste A
Madison WI 53718
(608) 209-0607
www.goodoak.com
On Thursday October 23rd, Evan Nelson from Good Oak Ecological Services met with
representatives of the Walnut Grove HOA take a look at the HOA property immediately
northeast of 34 Oxwood Circle. It was evident that clearing had taken place on an area
approximately 2,500 square feet in size on HOA owned property. A proper survey should be
conducted to determine actual extent of HOA property as the property line is not clear.
After looking at undisturbed areas surrounding the area that had been cleared it was
determined that some native plants likely existed in the area that was cleared but much of the
vegetation that was cleared was likely invasive Policeman’s Helmet (Impatiens glandulifera)
and native vines such as wild grape and Virginia creeper. There also was a limited presence of
a previous attempt at smothering vegetation in the area but it did not appear to be impacting
plant growth. Much of the area still remained open and bare with an overall lack of native plant
diversity.
It would be our recommendation that the area be revegetated with native plants. A diverse
group of native plants would not only be beneficial to local pollinators but also provide beauty
for homeowners to enjoy. We would recommend revegetating with a combination of seed and
live plants to be most effective. Revegetating such a large area with only live plants would be
difficult and take longer to establish than a combination. Species such as wild blue phlox
(Phlox divaricata), Jacob’s ladder (Polemonium reptans), wild geranium (Geranium
maculatum), sprengel’s sedge (Carex sprengelii), wild ginger (Asarum canadense), and
sensitive fern (Onclea sensibilis) are best established through live plants. Species such as wild
columbine (Aquilegia canadensis), Virginia wild rye (Elymus virginicus), bottlebrush grass
(Elymus hystrix), big leaf aster (Aster macrophyllus), blue wood aster (Aster cordifolium), and
zig-zag goldenrod (Solidago flexicaulis) are easily established by seeding.
During our visit, screening was also discussed. There are multiple different native shrubs that
would do well in the moderate shade present in this area. Species such as blackhaw viburnum
(Viburnum prunifolium), nannyberry viburnum (Viburnum lentago), and common witch-hazel
(Hamamelis virginiana) could all be planted in strategic locations to enhance screening while
establishing native vegetation. Fencing likely would be necessary to prevent girdling or other
damage from small mammals.
If the work was to be contracted out the total approximate cost for 250 native plants and 1.5
pounds of seed would be $3,000 installed. Shrub prices vary based on species and size but
average between $100-150 per individual.

Greenway 2025 Summary Report
The Greenways Committee met 3 times and conducted 8 Volunteer Workdays which
Included 2 evening options in July and August offered to foster additional participation. The 2
evening sessions attracted 5 participants total including this writer.
140+ volunteer hours were logged, and numerous uncredited hours were also received.
Activities included maintaining 3 native perennial installations in Greenway C, replacing plastic
protective fences with welded flexible metal fence, removal of invasive species, transplanting
trees, removing small trees within 3 ft of paved walkways and planting of several hundred
native perennials which were received due to receipt of a grant from Plant Dane. The goal of
the native gardens and planting of natives is to increase the diversity on the forest floor,
support pollinators and wildlife and provide seasonal interest as many of the additions are
flowering plants.
Remediation of approximately 3500 sq ft of Greenway at the rear of 18 Springwood Circle
which was planned begun and included approximately ½ of the area. Owners provided financial
and direct support and participation in the process. Thank you to the Wallner’s for this
accomplishment.
On April 5, topsoil was spread and grass planted in Greenway B near the Greenhaven entry.
Numerous residents and their families participated.
Pamphleting was completed prior to this activity and again in fall to provide owners with
Greenway facts and method suggested for communication.
An owner planted 3 Bur Oak trees and provided protective enclosure in Greenway B.
Planned pruning and trimming was completed by Arbor Systems in Greenway C and was carried
over into Greenway D. Final late season pruning including 2 removals is upcoming. Storm
damage was nominal this season. Several short notice trimming of broken branches and one
storm related removal were completed. Pruning is to be continued in Greenway D in 2026. This
will complete the rotation of all areas. The following rotation will begin with the cul du sacs.
Several questions and inquiries were received by greenways@walnutgrovemadison.org and
were answered. Greenways has sought quotes from several surveyors to determine Greenway
boundary without success.
A site visit with an ecologist from Good Oaks Ecologists and 3 members of the Greenways
Committee was completed on October 22. The owner, present at the time, was invited to 
participate. A report provided is attached. It provides a proposal for remediation of
approximately 2000 sq ft of Greenway at the rear of 34 Oxwood Circle.

Treasurer’s Report
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